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Welcome to Vanessa 

 
Vanessa, left, was taken to 
Molima Family Home by the 
Police and Social Welfare in  
September 2020.  She is 4 years 
old and sadly was physically 
abused prior to admission.  Both 
her legs were very painful.  Our 
hearts went out to Vanessa and 
our thanks go to Wezi for 
receiving her as the youngest 
child at Molima.  Her mother is 
not well enough to look after her 
and we understand that Vanessa  
will probably stay at Molima 
permanently.  Vanessa wants to 
stay and enjoys having three 

  meals a day. 
 

 
You may remember Elicy, now 
age 7, who was on the front 
cover of our 2019 newsletter.   
She had been welcomed to 
Molima during 2019.  She was 
an only child whose father had 
died from AIDS and her mother 
was in poor health and living in 
extreme poverty. 
 
Elicy has had malaria this year 
but is home from hospital with 
medication, and is thankfully 
getting better. 
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My new best friend 
How encouraging to see the change in both little girls, Elicy on the 
left and Vanessa on the right.   Elicy has befriended Vanessa and 
holds her hand when they go to school.   Vanessa is settling into 
school very well.  ## Would you like to be a new sponsor for 
Vanessa or Elicy? ## 
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Malawi 2020   Covid-19 
 
Malawi, with a population of 18.6 million, is one of the poorest 
countries in the world.  50% of the population live below the 
poverty line with 20% described as ‘extremely poor’.   Covid-
19 in Malawi has led to thousands being unemployed or on 
even less pay.   
 
2 April 2020 - three Covid cases entered Malawi when 
residents returned from India and the UK.   Fortunately the 
country has had a lower number of cases than many 
countries:- 
5942 cases - 1170 imported and 4772 locally transmitted                         
Deaths -          184 
Average age of Covid sufferers  - 36.7 years, from 4 weeks old 
to 98 years old.   
 
At 6 November 2020, there were 2 new cases in the previous 
24 hours and 412 active cases (Ministry of Health, Malawi). 

President Mutharika acted swiftly to address the dangers of 
Covid.  Gatherings of more than 100 were banned  in places 
such as churches, rallies, weddings and funerals.  Face 
coverings were advised in public from an early stage.  

Schools were closed from 23 March until 7 September.   
Attendance at school has been staggered since then with 
different year groups on different days of the week. 

Humphrey Mvula, a Malawian commentator, said “we equally 
have other diseases that have killed us and they are 
infectious: TB, cholera, whatever.  We have lived with those 
diseases and are living with them. If you go to major hospitals, 
go and look at the death rate, there are so many Malawians 
dying every day of other diseases other than Covid”. 

Molima Family Home plays a key role in supporting 
children who lose parents to any of these diseases. 
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Back to school 
 
The schools were closed for 5 months due to Covid.  This meant 
that Wezi, George and others were both caring for and teaching 
the children.  Orfund money has paid for the tutor to continue 
teaching.  This has helped children prepare for exams.  
 
Linda has just taken her final exams. Results will be in mid-June 
2021, when she will find out whether she can go to college.  We 
believe she wants to be a nurse. ## Could you sponsor her  
further education?  ## 

Howard, Witness and Agnes will be sitting their secondary 
school exams. These have been put back to January 2021 
because of Covid. 

 
 

A return to 
school gave 
some children 
the chance to 
sit at a shiny 
new desk 

 

 

The desks for a second classroom block were funded by Sophie 
and Jame Hodge’s sponsored cycle ride last year!  There was a 
delay in buying the desks because of lockdown.   Orfund paid 
previously for desks in a first classroom block.  The majority of 
the children from Molima go to this school.  What a great change 
from sitting on damp floors.  Congratulations to Sophie and 
Jamie on the birth of their daughter, Liza, in July 2020. 
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Your giving brings growth in all kinds of ways 

You may recall that in 2019, Malawi was running short of maize 
and costs of buying it elsewhere were rising.   Wezi, George and 
their helpers wanted to develop their own crops and become 
more sustainable.  We have given money for the wall to secure 
their land, for them to rent some more fields, and for seeds and 
fertiliser.   The weather has been good for them this year which 
has helped.   

During lockdown from school, the children have been involved in 
managing the land and crops.    It looks as though they are proud 
of their success!      

 

        Howard (front)  Madalitso (left)  Witness (back) and Tendai (right) 
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The crops are maize, 
sweet potato and pumkins   
Wezi says that the children 
enjoy helping with the 

vegetables.     

 

 

Wezi says                
Elicy (checked 
shirt) has her 
own vegetable patch.  
She is fiercely protective of it! 

 

Zetalina and 
Yamikani at 
work (front) 
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Message from Graham Young and Trustees 
What a harvest!  We are thrilled for Molima that their vision and 
hard work has paid off this year and we are thrilled that your 
giving and our decisions about what to fund mean that for 
much of 2020/2021, the children and young people will have 
good and sufficient food to eat.   This is a physical, ‘traditional’ 
harvest but we, with you, are also focusing on good outcomes 
for the physical, emotional and psychological well-being and 
futures of all the children and young people at Molima.  They 
represent a small picture of the need in Malawi, but making a 
difference for them is what we, with you, aspire to make 
possible.  So much thanks goes to Wezi, George, Ruth, family 
and helpers for having the commitment and vision to make this 
happen.    Many people have had strange, difficult and painful 
times this year, but we remember that we have so much 
compared to these children.  When they go to Molima, a 
brighter future looks possible for them.  

   

Please share this 
newsletter with your 
friends, family, 
community groups, 
church and ask us for 
more copies if you 
wish.  This may help 
us recruit more 
sponsors and receive 
more donations. 
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Many of the children at Molima will not be able to pass the 
exams required for secondary school so they will remain in 
primary school until they are at least 16 years of age.  As a result 
many will earn their living, as adults, on the land because Malawi 
has few natural resources and relies heavily on its subsistence 
economy.   Wezi and George feel it’s important that the children 
learn horticultural and agricultural skills which should stand them 
in good stead when they finally leave Molima.   They certainly 
produce good results! 
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We have supported Dickson at    
Molima for many years.  We 
congratulate him on achieving his 
Diploma in Professional 
Journalism and Media Studies.    

He has found that most successful applicants for jobs as 
journalists have a higher qualification so he is hoping to continue 
his studies to gain a Degree in Journalism.   We want to support 
him to do that. 

Children at Molima currently – 24 in total 

Girls, ages 4 – 20 years:  Zetilina, Stella, Sellina, Jaculing, Elicy, 
Angela, Agnes, Martha, Linda, Esther, Charity, Madalitso, 
Caroline, Vanessa 

Boys, ages 9 – 18 years – Henery, Promise, Yamikani, Lawrent, 
Humphrey, Malikebu, Evance, Tendai, Howard, Witness 

Priscah, age 17, has returned to her village but continues to be 
supported by Wezi. 
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 Christmas at Molima 

We will  give 
£250 again  for 
all the children 
and staff to have 
a Christmas 
meal and  gift.  
As you see,  
Coca- Cola is a 
special treat! 
Notice that they 
have to eat on 

their laps as the 
room (their only one) is too small for tables and chairs for 24 
children and is also the room used for play and leisure.  It would 
cost about £5000 to build a dining room/homework room but we do 
not have the money to do that.    
## Do you know any individual or group who would be willing to 
organize activities with a target for that amount?## 
 
Orfund spending during 2020 
- £1130 per month for Molima’s running costs (inc £10 monthly 
bank charge).  We have not felt able to increase the amount inspite 
of 9% annual inflation in Malawi,  in view of our monthly shortfall in 
income. 
- £170 for annual car service and insurance. 
- £330 for additional labour to help with the harvest. 
- £1330 for 4 replacement solar batteries. 
- £550 for seeds and fertiliser.  
- £500 for firewood. 
- £250 for a special meal and gift at Christmas. 
 
Our total expenditure for 2019/20 financial year was £19,379.12. 
98.4% of this was spent directly on Molima.  The remaining £310 
was spent on postage, newsletter printing and website 
maintenance. 
 



 

 

 

Charity Registration: 289546   
Website: www.orfund.org   Email: office@orfund.org 
Orfund Registered Address: 
17 Westham Close  Poole, Dorset  BH17 9HW.   
Tel: 01202 383128 
Bank details:  Sort Code 20-68-79 
Account Number: 60678902 
Please email us to let us know about any bank transfer as we 
may be able to claim an extra 25% Gift Aid.   

Urgent appeal – please review your giving, 
fund raising and recruitment of sponsors 

We really need more donations and new sponsors.   Like 
other charities, we encourage additional giving each  
year.  We are running at a monthly deficit of about 
£200 and dipping into our reserves.  We are sensitive to 
the hardship of many people because of Covid-19.   
Fund-raising donations have stopped because of Covid, 
sadly some sponsors have died, and inflation is running 
at about 9% in Malawi.   

We are passionate about sustaining the work at Molima 
and giving the young people chances for further 
education.    The home needs another room, fields need 
to be rented for growing crops, and we want to provide 
the children with more shoes.   Every donation helps and 
ongoing sponsors enable better planning.   Please 
consider what you can do to increase your giving 
and to recruit your friends, relatives and neighbours.    
Please act now.  Thank you!       




